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1. Purpose of report 

 
1.1. To report on the Council's proposal under TRO 108/2017 and the public response to it, in relation 

to the KC West Southsea residents' parking zone. 
 

Appendix A (page 5):  Notice of proposals 
Appendix B (pages 6-13): Public response to formal proposals 
Appendix C (page 14-16): Examples of feedback received in recent years that has 

influenced the proposal 

 
2. Recommendation 
 
2.1. That the 'Portsmouth City Council (KC West Southsea) (Residents' Parking Zone 

Amendment) (No.108) Order 2017' be implemented as advertised, reducing the free 
parking period within the KC zone residents' parking bays from 3 hours to 2 hours. 

 
 

3. Background  
 

3.1 Following the decision to reintroduce a charge for the first Resident permit (£30) to enable 
parking zones to be self-financing, residents living within all zones were asked in 2015 
whether or not they would prefer to keep their parking zone or for it to be removed.  

 

3.2 Residents of KC West Southsea zone voted in favour of keeping the zone (86% - 14%) in 
place. The parking zones that residents wished to be retained are being reviewed to ensure 
they operate as effectively and efficiently as possible: KC zone is next on the review 
programme. 

   
3.3  The subsequent report and decisions taken by the Traffic and Transportation portfolio holder in 

July 2015 resulted in the substantial programme currently underway to propose and consult 
upon potential changes to the operation of zones.    

 
 
 

 
  

Title of meeting: 
 

Cabinet Member for Traffic and Transportation Decision Meeting 
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25th January 2018 
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Reducing the free parking period within the KC West Southsea 
residents' parking bays from 3 hours to 2 hours (TRO 108/2017) 
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Wards affected: 
 

St Thomas, St Jude, Eastney & Craneswater 
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Background: KC Proposal 
 
3.4 The proposal relates to the 801 residents' parking bays only.  The Pay & Display and alternative 

time-limited bays (KC permit holders not exempt) are unaffected by the proposal, of which there 
are 1224 parking bays available for visitors, plus 615 spaces on the seafront directly opposite 
the KC zone.   

 
3.5 The proposal has been put forward for the following reasons: 
 

 In response to the 2015 survey on whether residents of parking zones wished to retain their 
zones or not,  22% of those wishing to keep the KC zone also asked for the free parking period 
to be reduced.   
 

 Visitors will often choose the 3 hours' free parking within residential streets instead of shorter-
term free parking or paid-for parking that may actually be closer to their destination; 

 

 This means residents often have to park further away from their homes (often in the Pay & 
Display areas using their permits), then moving their vehicles nearer to home once visitors have 
left; 

 

 3 hours represents parking for a vehicle for a morning, afternoon or evening, giving a limited 
turnover of vehicles and reducing parking space availability; 

 

 The proposed reduction in free parking time from 3 hours to 2 hours applies to the residents' 
parking bays only (existing limited waiting, pay & display etc. is unaffected); 

 

 No free parking is available to residents, as all permits are now paid for;   
 

 Given the size of the area affected, and also its popularity with tourists, 2 hours is more suitable 
than a 1 hour limited wait or 'permit holders only' that some residents have suggested they would 
prefer to see. 

 
3.6 A number of parking zones currently operate with 1 or 2 hours' free parking adjacent to  

commercial areas (Portsmouth city centre, Portsea, Fratton Road, Cosham High Street for 
examples) with visitors using the Pay & Display and other free time-limited parking available.   

 
3.7  A reduced free parking time would be more efficient to enforce, as 3 hours is a lengthy period 

that relies on visitors remembering at what time they parked.  It is also currently difficult to 
enforce within the enforcement staff's shift patterns.   

 

3.8  Parking zones with a longer free parking period for non-permit holders are inefficient to 
enforce and resource-intensive because 3 hours has to be allowed for each vehicle from 
when it is first observed by an enforcement officer (not from when it may have been 
reported).  In the meantime more vehicles have arrived in the area, which will not have been 
present at the first observation visit. 

 

4. Reasons for recommendations 
 

4.1 In addition to yellow notices displayed on street and statutory publication in The News, 
copies of the Council's proposal were delivered to over 4500 properties within the KC West 
Southsea parking zone.  This aimed to raise awareness of the proposal among those most 
likely to be affected.  Further copies were also sent to local traders in the area, to ensure 
everyone had the opportunity to respond to the proposal and raise any concerns. 
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4.1.1 The proposal notice invited comments, and the Council has a legal obligation to consider any 
objections before proceeding to implement its proposals (or otherwise). 

 
4.2 While the response to this proposal has been minimal, just 37 comments were received, the 

majority (24) were in favour, 9 against (2 from residents who would prefer 1 hour or 'permit 
holders only'), 1 unclear, and 3 objections from outside the zone. 

 
4.3 A reduced free parking time would be more efficient to enforce, as 3 hours is a lengthy period 

that relies on visitors remembering at what time they parked.   
  
4.4 As in many parts of the city, use of the private car remains the dominant mode of transport, 

with many people unlikely to rethink how they travel locally until they have to.  Therefore, by 
restricting the availability of free parking, people may be encouraged to consider how they 
travel to the area, which could contribute further to an improved overall balance. 

 
 

5. Equality Impact Assessment 
 
5.1 A preliminary Equality Impact Assessment has been completed for this proposal. From this 

it has been determined that a full equality impact assessment is not required as the 
recommendations do not have a negative impact on any of the protected characteristics 
as described in the Equality Act 2010. These include Age, Disability, Race, Transgender, 
Gender, Sexual orientation, Religion or belief, relationships between groups, and other 
socially excluded groups. 

 
 

6. Legal Implications 
 
6.1       It is the duty of a local authority to manage its road network with a view to achieving, so far as 

may be reasonably practicable having regard to their other obligations, policies and objectives, 
the following objectives: 

 
(a) securing the expeditious movement of traffic on the authority’s road network; and 
(b) facilitating the expeditious movement of traffic on road networks for which another authority 
is the traffic authority.” 

 
6.2       Local authorities have a duty to take account of the needs of all road users, take action to 

minimise, prevent or deal with congestion problems, and consider the implications of decisions 
for both their network and those of others. 

 
6.3       A local authority can by order under section 45 of the Road Traffic Regulation 1984 designate 

parking places on the highway for vehicles, or vehicles of any specified class, in the order, and 
may charge for such parking as prescribed under s.46. Such orders may designate a parking 
place for use only by such person or vehicles specified in the order or for a specific period or 
time by all persons or persons or vehicles of a particular class.  

 
6.4       A proposed Traffic Regulation Order must be advertised and the statutory consultees notified 

and given a 3-week period (21 days) in which to register any objections. Members of the public 
also have a right to object during that period. If objections are received to the proposed order 
the matter must go before the appropriate executive member for a decision whether or not to 
make the order, taking into account any comments received from the public and/or the statutory 
consultees during the consultation period. 
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7. Director of Finance's comments 
 
7.1 The proposed reduction in the free parking period within the KC West Southsea residents' parking 

zone from 3 hours to 2 hours is estimated to cost £5,200. This includes the Traffic Regulation 
Order and the costs of amending signage within the residents' parking zone. This will be funded 
from the on street parking revenue budget and in effect will reduce the transfer of any operating 
surplus that would be transferred to the Parking reserve. 

 
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by  
Tristan Samuels 
Director of Regeneration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background list of documents: Section 100D of the Local Government Act 1972 
 
The following documents disclose facts or matters, which have been relied upon to a material 
extent by the author in preparing this report: 

 

Title of document Location 
Preliminary EIA  Transport Planning team 

34 emails, 3 letters Transport Planning team (+ engineers inbox) 

 
The recommendation(s) set out above were approved/ approved as amended/ deferred/ rejected  
by ……………………………… on ……………………………… 
 
 
 
 
……………………………………………… 
Signed by:  
Councillor Simon Bosher 
Cabinet Member for Traffic and Transportation 
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Appendix A: Notice of proposals 
 
THE PORTSMOUTH CITY COUNCIL (KC WEST SOUTHSEA) (RESIDENTS' PARKING ZONE 
AMENDMENT) (NO.108) ORDER 2017 
17 October 2017: Notice is hereby given that the Portsmouth City Council proposes to make the 
above order under sections 45 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, with the effect of 
reducing the free parking period available to non-permit holders within KC zone. 
 
 
 
 
 
A) RESIDENTS' PARKING PLACES: CHANGE TO FREE PARKING PERIOD 
FROM: 3 HOURS, NO RETURN WITHIN 4 HOURS  
TO:  2 HOURS, NO RETURN WITHIN 4 HOURS  
 
KC ZONE BOUNDARY: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The proposal aims to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the parking zone in conjunction with 
the parking provisions for tourists and visitors. 
 
To view this notice on Portsmouth City Council’s website www.portsmouth.gov.uk - search 'traffic 
regulation orders 2017'.  A copy of the draft order and a statement of reasons are available for 
inspection at the main reception, Civic Offices during normal opening hours. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Pam Turton, Assistant Director of Transport, Environment and Business Support 
Portsmouth City Council, Civic Offices, Guildhall Square, Portsmouth PO1 2NE 

If you would like to support or object to this proposal please send your representations via email 
engineers@portsmouthcc.gov.uk or by post to Nikki Musson, Transport Planning, Portsmouth City 
Council, Civic Offices, Portsmouth, PO1 2NE, quoting ref: TRO 108/2017, stating the grounds of 
objection or support by 8 November 2017. 
 

Under the provisions of the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, any written 
representations that are received may be open to inspection by members of the public. 

SEND YOUR COMMENTS ON THIS PROPOSAL TO: 
engineers@portsmouthcc.gov.uk 

 

http://www.portsmouth.gov.uk/
mailto:engineers@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
mailto:engineers@portsmouthcc.gov.uk
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Appendix B: Public responses to the Council's proposal  
 
Summary - 

Residents' responses Businesses' responses Visitors' responses 

For:        24 For:        0 For:        0 

Against:  5 Against: 4  
(+2 outside KC zone) 

Against:  1 

Unclear: 1   

 
 
1. Resident, Ashburton Road 
I am in favour of the proposal to reduce free parking from 3 to 2 hours. 
 
2. Resident, Richmond Road 
I am writing in support to reduce the non resident parking from 3 to 2hours in Richmond Road as 
when I come home from work in the afternoon more often than not I cannot park and am forced to 
drive to the seafront and park there and move my car back later on in the evening which means I'm 
paying to park again. I feel that reducing it to 2 hours parking will keep things moving and give us 
residents a chance to park especially with the winter coming on I may come home from work in the 
wettest day and dark and would love to be available to park close to home. 
 
3. Residents, Somerset Road 
We support the reduction of the parking period in the KC zone to two hours and in fact would be more 
than happy to see a one hour time limit similar to the one that has been implemented in Old 
Portsmouth. 
 
The increased number of Seafront events including the Bandstand music season has led to increased 
non-resident parking in our area and along with the restricted parking and meters in the Palmerston 
Road area has led to visitors to use the KC area to access longer periods of free parking.  Parking 
has become difficult on many weekends with the increased level of Business permits issued to local 
hotels in Florence Road and Malvern Road.  
 
As long term residents in Southsea and this area we would welcome reduced parking time limits in 
the area to alleviate the parking problems that have arisen over recent years. 
 
4. Resident, Nightingale Road 
While I welcome the reduction in the free time people will be allowed to park in our zone as free time. I 
was wondering if it would be possible to consider a further reduction to 1hour this would bring us in line 
with Old Portsmouth’s zone. The new time of 2 hours still makes it an attractive proposition for people 
visiting to park in the residential streets instead of using the pay to park facilities. When I visit other 
cities around the country I expect to pay for my car parking so I do not think it would be unreasonable 
to reduce the free time to a limit of 1 hour. 
 
5. Resident, Osborne Road 
I live directly opposite Southsea Common car park and only ever park in there as there is no parking 
outside the building, just the zebra crossing and double yellow lines. Parking in Nightingale Road is 
impossible as visitors avoid using the car park. 
 
6. Resident, Richmond Road 
I very much approve of the proposed changes to the KC West Zone.  I live in Richmond Road and 
sometimes find it difficult to park anywhere near my road.  The only comment I would make, is that we 
could do with more parking enforcement officers, as people take a chance and park all day/night. 
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7. Resident, Lennox Road South 
I agree to reducing this to 2 hours.  It is very frustrating not being able to park in my road when I have 
had to pay for the privilege 
 
8. Resident, Nightingale Road 
As a resident of Nightingale Road, I'll be lucky if I get to park down my street once a fortnight as a 
result of the large number of vehicles in the area. This leads to me having to park at least a 5 or 10 
minute walk away in the Southsea Common car park or down by Pier Road roundabout.  
Most weekends it is not worth driving anywhere as I often end up having to drive around for 15 
minutes before a space becomes available anywhere in the KC Zone.  
 
I believe that this reduction from 3 to 2 hours is simply not enough. As a permit holder it should not be 
common for me to have to struggle to find a space when I arrive late home from work. Perhaps a 
change to 2 hours free parking during 9-5 hours on weekdays, and then permit holders only outside of 
this time, and no free parking on weekends. 
 
Also, make Southsea Common car park bigger.  
 
9. KC zone resident, Clarence Road  
I am in favour of reducing the free parking from 3 hrs to 2 hrs.  Visitor parking has always been a 
problem in my road because of the closeness of the Pyramids and the sea front.  Two hour parking 
should help, especially in the summer. 
 
10. Resident, Ashburton Road 
I fully support the proposal to reduce resident’s parking places changes to free parking periods from 3 
hours to 2 hours, no return within 4 hours. 
 
11. Resident, Kent Road 
I wish to support the amendment of the change to free parking period.  I think it is long overdue and 
will make it easier for residents to find parking. 
 
12. Resident, The Circle 
As a resident of KC zone. I fully support the proposed amendment [No. 108] Order 2017. 
I assume these amendments will be in operation 24 Hours. Finding a parking place at night can be a 
problem. 
 
13. Resident, Stanley Street 
I would like to add my support to the proposal to reduce the free parking period from 3 to 2 hours in 
KC zone. 
 
The reasons are well thought out and plausible. The proposal will bring KC zone in line with others, 
and give a reasonable period of parking for visitors. In practice, most short stay visitors to shops don't 
use the full 3-hour allowance, so I think that any objections by local businesses (which I believe led to 
a 3-hour limit in the first place) can be addressed fairly. 
 
14. Resident, Marmion Avenue  
I support the proposed change. 
 
15. Resident, Wilton Place 
I agree with the reduction times from 3 hours to two. It will allow more turnover of cars as well as 
allowing residents to be able to park on their streets. 
 
16. Resident, Clarence Road 
I fully support the proposal-it will make life much easier in the KC area. 
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17. Residents, Nightingale Road 
As a resident, I welcome this change but I would like to ask this question; why is it not LESS than 2 
hours? 
  
KC Zone is overpopulated with cars and vans who both do and do not have permits. There are also 
badly parked motorbikes who don't seem to need any permit to park there.  
  
My road in particular is completely full by 6pm any evening Monday to Friday and all day during 
Saturdays and Sundays. In the summer months, due to the excellent location of being by the seaside 
and Southsea Common, any event that happens at these places including Palmerston Road, parking 
for residents is completely non existent. 
  
So explaining how bad the situation is, I revert back to my original question; why do people need as 
long as 2 hours free parking on a residential road? Loading bays are generally 30 minutes so this would 
be ample amount of time for delivery drivers, taxis and just generally popping to the shops. People who 
don't have permits are parking their cars in the evenings in the limited spaces that we have and leaving 
them all night permit free. This is highly unfair for the residents who can't find any spaces just because 
they don't work a typical 9am-5pm job meaning that they can be parking there car no later than 6pm. 
Non permit holders who have the current 3 hours free parking are going off shopping at weekends 
whilst again, the residents can't move their cars for fear of not being able to park it anywhere else.  
  
I am so aware of this problem as my partner is a paramedic meaning that some of his shifts end at 2am 
and it is a nightmare finding somewhere to park due to non permit holders parking for free. 
  
I would like you to reduce the free parking time to as little as possible to deter non permit holders from 
parking on the roads especially overnight for free. 
   
If there is another way of solving the parking problem other than just raising the permit prices constantly, 
I would very much like to hear it. 
 
18. Residents, South Parade 
Reference the  the above proposed changes to parking , although this will free up ‘off seafront’ residents 
parking it will significantly worsen already stretched ‘seafront residents’ parking , ie a visitor staying 3 
hours will have to use the pay and display parking (more income for the council) along the seafront, 
taking away seafront residents parking.   
 
A remedy to this would be to open up the promenade side of Clarence Esplanade from Roxburys 
restaurant to Jack Cockerill Way to KC residents 24 hours a day thus fairly distributing the parking areas 
available  
 
19. Resident, Southsea 
If this is going to help Southsea businesses then I agree with 2 hours free parking.  But really to be 
honest I dont agree with free parking.  If people pay for residents parking then they should have parking 
preference. 
 
Why does someone at Portsmouth CC look at the model in Brighton, it seems to work well, perhaps the 
council needs to invest in some underground parking or high level parking like in Brighton 
 
20. Resident, Clarence Parade 
I strongly support the proposal. 
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21. Resident, Southsea 
As a Southsea resident of many years I have no particular axe to grind about the proposed amendment. 
However I do object fiercely to the numbers of private vehicles that park on the double yellow lines at 
the top of Clarendon Road and on Osborne Road. 
They ‘appear’ to be delivering goods or just try it on, thus blocking the traffic and irritate bus drivers and 
road users (including cyclists).  
Whilst I appreciate all areas have to be patrolled may I suggest that more aggressive attention to yellow 
line parking is taken by your enforcement officers.  
 
22. Resident, Stanley Street 
I support the decision to reduce the free parking period from 3 hours to 2 hours,  however as a resident 
of Stanley Street where shoppers and local business users regularly make it impossible for me to park 
in my own street even though I pay for 2 residents permits. 
 
I would suggest that maximum free parking should be 1 hour in Stanley Street to ensure a more regular 
turnover of vehicles and to dissuade visitors/shoppers from dominating resident parking spaces. 
 
23. Resident, Stanley Street 
I support the decision to reduce the free parking period from 3 hours to 2 hours however as a resident 
of Stanley Street where shoppers and local business users regularly make it impossible for me to park 
in my own street even though I pay for 2 residents permits, I would argue that the maximum free parking 
should be 1 hour in Stanley Street to ensure a more regular turnover of vehicles and to dissuade 
visitors/shoppers from dominating resident parking spaces 
 
24. Residents, KC zone  
We would like to object to the change from 3 hours to 2 hours as we feel it does not go far enough to 
help the residents who have bought a permit, but have problems finding a space to park.  Many other 
areas with residents parking do not allow any parking at all if you are not a permit holder, and we feel 
much more stringent measures should be implemented. 
 
As we are in such close proximity to Southsea Beach and Common, the parking in this zone is used by 
visitors who are not prepared to pay to park at the meters. The seafront is often empty with everyone 
packed into the residential roads where there is no charge.  We frequently see cars taking spaces in 
our road, loaded with bikes which are removed then ridden along the seafront for several hours before 
returning.  Also shoppers park in residential areas rather than pay to use car parks. 
 
In the city centre there is nowhere you can park without paying if you are not a permit holder so ideally 
we would like this zone to be permit holders at all times.  This would help ensure parking was available 
at any time - currently we are restricted as to what time we can go out and return because we know all 
the parking will be taken at certain times by vehicles that do not have permits. This would also be easier 
to enforce by the wardens. 
 
It is extremely annoying when you return from work and cannot find anywhere to park even though you 
have paid for it, because it is all taken by visitors many of whom have no regard for the current limits 
and are quite happy to abuse it if they think they can get away with it. 
 
If this is not a possibility then it should be changed to 1 hour (no return within 24 hours). This would 
stop vehicles that come and go throughout the day to avoid getting a ticket. 
 
Also since the introduction of virtual permits it is not possible for residents to identify whether a vehicle 
is registered or not, therefore we are unable to inform the enforcement officers if a vehicles not 
legitimately parked for days on end. 
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25. Resident, Wilton Place 
I am a car owner and I live centrally very much in the middle of all this in a very hotly contested shopping 
area off Marmion Road. I have to say if you carry out this alteration it will kill either the local cafes or 
the shops. probably eventually both. 2 hours is fine just to shop but not to stop longer for a bite to eat. 
Of course for us it is tricky to park our car however, I can always manage to get in within 100metres or 
so of my front door. Even if it is in another road. I bought the house fully aware of the issue so I happy 
with the current situation. Just for a short time gain, I fear this move would completely change the nature 
of the neighbourhood.  
 
Not sure if we can possibly be a Marmion Road area island in the KC Zone, but no I would not like to 
see it change. For the sake of the business health of the area please keep it at three hours. 
 
26. Resident, Wilton Terrace 
On first reading it would to be advantageous to residents as we all know finding a parking space near 
to our homes is often a challenge and this reduction may help.  The road my house is on is immediately 
adjacent to the main shopping area and so appears to be the most 'contentious'. 
 
My concerns are: 
This reduction will not necessarily free up more spaces as we notice spaces remain empty often only 
for seconds, and with 2 hour parking I can only see this continuing to be the case (I accept there will be 
more turnover). 
 
There is great concern amongst residents here that our shopping area is under threat. Laura Ashley 
has already closed and there is a potential threat to Debenhams.  The monthly farmers market is 
shrinking before our eyes. If the free parking is reduced to 2 hours then this makes shopping here less 
attractive as it doesn't give enough time to shop in different stores and then have refreshments in a 
restaurant/cafe. I appreciate that there is paid-for parking available but my experience is people will go 
elsewhere rather than pay for parking. 
 
Therefore my preference is to leave the 3 hour parking as it is even though it may not be ideal for me 
parking-wise. 
 
27. Resident, Beach Road 
I have reviewed the proposal to reduce the three hours free parking to two and have come to these 
conclusions: 
 
It won't have the desired effect of making people pay for their visit to the sea front, they will just stay for 
two hours instead of three and then go elsewhere. This will have a negative effect on businesses and 
traders on the sea front and nearby. 
 
It will increase the rate of turnover of cars coming and going from our road, especially at the weekends. 
The availability of parking spaces will not, therefore, be improved and the noise and the pollution will 
be worse. 
 
There is no lack of parking spaces during the day in our road (Beach Road) even on most weekends, 
it is only when everyone returns home from work that it is difficult to find a place. Therefore, the parking 
availability will not be improved because it is the permit holders that take all the available places in the 
evening and this proposed change won't affect that. 
 
The current three hour limit is adequate for example, someone visiting us for lunch or the cleaner 
coming or even for a tradesman doing a simple job at our villa. Reducing it to two will mean all these 
people will have to have permits and I think that is unnecessary, counter productive and unwelcoming.  
I observe that, before the residents' parking scheme was introduced there was no real difficulty in finding 
a space here even in the evenings, although when a big sea front event was on it could be difficult. 
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Since it was introduced, parking has become very challenging, possibly exacerbated by the increase in 
car ownership and houses in multiple occupancy. 
In conclusion, I would recommend that the free parking period remains at three hours because the 
proposal won't have the desired effect on visitors' behaviour, it will be bad for our traders and 
businesses and it will increase noise and pollution. 
 
28. Resident, Eastern Villas Road 
I believe that the parking ought to remain at 3 hours for the following reasons: 
 

1. I believe that we ought to be encouraging visitors to Southsea and the seafront for shopping, 
enjoying refreshment and visiting what the area has to offer. Two hours is too short a time to 
do this. 

2. Not all ‘visitors’ to KC are out of the city, they are from other areas within the city and having 
free parking encourages us all to enjoy and spend a decent amount of time exploring and 
enjoying the city as a whole. 

3. This proposal has nothing to do with residents of each area not having enough space for their 
cars, this proposal is entirely racketeering by another name.  

 
29. Resident, Eastern Villas Road 
Please consider the obvious amenity loss to residents' visitors i.e. that the proposed change will also 
mean that they might not be able to fit in a comfortable visit within just 2 hours (resulting in their either 
then having to pay a parking meter, use a mighty 12-hour permit, or to gobble their food down). 
 
2 hours is a bit short for a barbeque or an evening meal, or even to greet someone and then watch a 
move, whereas a 3-hour visit makes for a much more relaxed one. 
 
Proposed solutions to give something back to residents for what will be taken away are that: 

- each Resident's permit holder gets a temporary 3-hour Visitor pass, or alternatively the provision 
of a 3 or 4-hour scratch card at cost price. 

- The KC zone be extended slightly to seafront roads that are all but deserted on most nights, 
such as Clarence Esplanade and Duisburg Way, to help avoid residents having to circle around 
looking for a parking space. 

 
Officer comment 
The 12-hour visitor scratch cards are issued at cost price, i.e. £1.00. Only Residents' visitors can access 
these.  Whilst 3, 4 or 8-hour cards (as has also been suggested) could be produced, the cost would still 
be £1.00 but residents would have less time for their visitors. It is not uncommon for visitors to stay for 
longer than originally planned, and with the 12-hour card neither resident nor visitor needs to worry that 
the paid-for time will run out again. 
 
Duisburg Way is already available for KC permit holders to use, and is used to capacity most nights.  
Allowing permits on the seafront esplanades has been resisted as the location is intended for visitor 
and tourist use.  However, the charging period ends at 6pm each day and anyone may park there 
without paying. 
 
30. Business, Osborne Road 
With reference to the KC zone parking I would be happy with the change from 3 hours to 2 hours 
ONLY if it’s valid from 8:00am to 6:00pm. 
 
31. Business, Marmion Road 
I own a Hairdressing salon in Southsea and a lot of my services take between 2 & 3 hours to complete, 
and clients coming for an hour long service will normally go for a look around the shops or meet friends 
for coffee afterwards. I feel parking is already severely limited in Southsea, and this would be 
detrimental to both my type of business, the already struggling shops and the cafe lifestyle that has 
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grown in Southsea. People meet for the morning or afternoon here, not just at lunch time. 
I think that limited parking, the cost of parking and massive rent increases are gradually killing Southsea. 
 
32. Business, Marmion Road 
With regard to the proposed changes detailed above I am writing to state my objection to the changes. 
 
Our customers like to shop at a leisurely pace and also make the whole experience more enjoyable, by 
having lunch in the area too.  They would definitely need a three hour stay to do this and I believe the 
reduction in time allowed will be detrimental not only to our business, but also to restaurants in the area, 
where lunches would be eaten. 
 
Please would you consider NOT altering the time slots allowed, for this reason. 
 
33. Business, Marmion Road 
I would like to strongly object to your planned proposal to reduce the parking times from 3 to 2 hrs within 
the residents parking bays in the Southsea area, especially Marmion road and its surrounding roads. 
 
We have 3 premises down Marmion road and pay nearly £30,000 in business rates for which I have 
seen absolutely no increase in local services except extra traffic wardens! We still have no police that 
patrol the road despite having numerous break in's over the last year, the cameras at either end of the 
road still don't work or can't be manned, making them effectively useless. Now you're trying to further 
limit access to the road with reduced parking!  
Local businesses are finding it hard enough at the moment without unnecessary plans to limit parking 
times in the area. Marmion road itself already has one side that's 1 hour only, with the other side being 
3 hours. This works absolutely fine as it is and we have never noticed problems with parking that a shift 
from a 3 to 2 hour parking time would solve. What it would do is limit the time people from outside of 
Portsmouth would be able to spend in Southsea looking around the shops. I'm not sure whose idea it 
was to look into the parking times and whether the request came from residents or businesses. One 
thing I would note though is that the council receives more money from the local businesses in Marmion 
road and Southsea precinct than it does from residents within that zone, simply because businesses 
outnumber houses in this area. If the request has come from residents I would bare this financial proviso 
in mind when making your considerations.  
 
Even if you reduce the times in the surrounding residential areas, Marmion road and Southsea shopping 
precinct should be kept as they are. Otherwise you run the risk of more businesses leaving the area as 
they have started to already with Laura Ashley and Heidi's being two of the more recent ones to leave. 
At a time when the local council should be looking at ways to increase footfall to Southsea I hardly think 
reducing parking times is a way forward. We need to be encouraging people to come down to Southsea, 
especially those from outside the area to enjoy the local shops, cafes and restaurants. Not penalising 
them by not allowing enough time to actually go and explore.  
 
As a business we are already seriously considering re-locating all 3 premises from the area due to the 
increases in business rates and decrease in footfall, particularly in the summer months when Victorious 
and other festivals are on as people actively avoid coming to Portsmouth on those dates as they know 
the traffic will be really bad.  
 
Although the decrease in parking times are not likely to effect local businesses significantly, it may just 
be the straw that breaks the camels back! I suggest that these proposed changes be dropped and that 
the councils time be spent on endeavours to promote local businesses at this difficult economic time. 
 
34. Business, Castle Road (adjacent KD parking zone) 
I would like to oppose the above proposal as detailed below.  I have been trading in this Road for 27 
years, proving hair colouring services to people from all over Southsea and Portsmouth. A colouring 
service takes between two and two and a half hours to do. Already my clients have been forced to park 
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further away from the salon and this new proposal jeopardises my current trading position even more. 
Please reconsider or failing that, make it possible for me to have some Business permits that my clients 
can use.  
 
35. Business, Albert Road (not within KC zone) 
We have seen your proposed restructure of parking. 
 
Please note that the Kings Theatre is a key part of the cultural heritage and business in Portsmouth 
and relies heavily on the ability to offer its customers parking to attend shows. 
 
Any change to any part of Portsmouth will result in overspill to other areas and will thus impact us. 
 
Please do nothing that will adversely affect us!! 
 
36. Visitor to Southsea 
I don’t think the reduction of free parking from 3 hours to 2 hours is fair. There is no free parking in 
Portsmouth as it as and now any few hours that are free you want to reduce. I object to the proposed 
plans. 
 
37. Portsmouth resident 
I would like to lodge my OBJECTION to the proposed decrease in waiting time on KC West Southsea; 
although I suspect this decision has already been made as per KA Zone waiting time which was recently 
reduced from 2 hour waiting to 1 hour. 
  
I feel it would be detrimental to decrease the time in KC West as this area is popular for shoppers and 
visitors to the Southsea area.  This draws in valuable income for local businesses and drive people 
away from the area and there are many events in and around Southsea that many people from all over 
like to enjoy. 
  
This decrease will inevitably result in yet a further decrease over the years until eventually Portsmouth 
City Council has secured parking meters on every street! 
 
Perhaps PCC should seriously consider abolishing all permits in Portsmouth which will only increase 
over time; perhaps it's time to look after the residents and put more investment into the public transport 
serving the area. 

The permit situation is a growing and unfair 'tax' on local residents and local economy. Permits were 
issued free but year on year their prices rise. 

More consultation and investigation into the local transport networks needs to take place in order to 
offer residents and visitors alternative means of moving around the city. Thus enabling people to 
commute and get around the city without the need for a car. 

Contractors vehicles need to be persuaded to park in non residential areas, ie utilising local school 
playgrounds, empty supermarket car parks to help alleviate residents parking. 
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Appendix C: Examples of relevant feedback received in recent years 

 

Is there a plan to reduce the parking hours for non-residents in the KC area please? The current 
three hours free parking makes it impossible to ever get a parking space near my house 
(Nightingale Rd) especially during weekends and it gets even worse when the weather gets 
warmer. I have noticed that residents have to park in the car park near the Common or down 
Duisburg way while "visitors" to the area park for free down the residential areas avoiding the P&D 
ones. Surely that is income lost by the Council. 

I live in Elphinstone Road, Southsea, since July and have stopped counting my parking fines... It's 
not that I don't want to park where I'm supposed to, it's just that at certain times, there's no space 
anywhere. Usually, I get up early enough to go to work and seem to escape fines if I'm in the wrong 
street, but if I'm ill, then I'm done for: £25 a pop. 

I understand Elphinstone Rd is close to the shops and we need to let shoppers park. But, I feel the 
residents are let down though and yet we pay council tax that includes issues like this one. The 
council gets the money from residents in the form of council tax, car parking permit and parking 
tickets. It's raking more that it provides to car owners. We should get priority parking before the 
shoppers or restaurant and cafes customers as we pay for it. 

Good morning I expect your aware there is a problem with residents in Richmond road who have 
parking permits not being able to park. last nite a few of us could not park in the road because of 
visitors leaving there cars parked overnite without permits. would you please consider changing 
the road to 2hours parking or introduce meters that might be the solution. would you send me a 
reply please. 
 

thank you for your reply I and my neighbours will be pleased to hear you will review the kc zone 
later in the year. if you were able to change the road to two hours wait it would keep things 
moving and still allow people 2hours to go shopping or parking meters. However if you took away 
parking permits in this area it would be a disaster.  

I live on Kent road and I feel that the parking in the area is inadequate for residents. At the 
moment, parking in the area can be a really frustrating experience as:  
>Lack of spaces during busy times (evening and weekend)  
>Non-permit holders favouring the free parking over the nearby pay and displays.  
>Even pay and display parking bays and car parks can become full during events leaving residents 
nowhere to park remotely nearby (let alone be required to pay).  
>Many of the surrounding roads are too narrow to allow parking on both sides of the road yet a 
large number of flats exist in the area.  
>Introducing charges for the first resident parking permit has not reduced the demand for parking 
(I really hope you can improve the situation with the extra revenue).  
>Residents drive around looking for a space adding to congestion and pollution in the area. The 
ability to park nearby my home has become a consideration during my daily life.  
>I cannot use the car during the weekends, especially Saturdays.  
>I sometimes park just outside the parking zone because there is an easy space available (and have 
been ticketed for it on one occasion).  
My recommendations would be: >Reduce the free parking period for non-permit holders to encourage the 

use of pay and display. >Show that money made from the revised parking permit fees are being used 
to improve residential parking.  
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My issue is with the restriction of where KC permit holders can park. Currently we are not allowed 
to park along the seafront side of Clarence Esplanade despite there being plenty of spaces and no 
room at all where we are allowed to park.  My concern is the lack of suitable parking in the evening 
and weekends in the designated areas and the unavailable, but by and large empty area on 
Clarence Esplanade. 
 

I feel that it would be very handy if traffic wardens could look into monitoring this area around 
6pm or perhaps look into making this area a 1 hour zone now that Florence road is less residential.  

Since the Florence Arms has changed ownership (along with the same management that own the 
hotel and restaurant in Florence Road) we have had many cars visiting these facilities in an around 
this area with no permits; The KC Zone in this area is around 3 hours of parking from the time a 
traffic warden has seen your car; this had resulted in residents who have found cars parked way 
over the 3 hour limit, who are unable to park in our road or nearby roads. 

Parking is already at breaking point for residents in what is supposed to be a residents parking 
scheme.   

This area is should never have been free parking from 18:00 to 08:00 open to all and everyone. 
Charging during the day is fine but at 18:00 it should revert to Residents only or KC permit holders 
only 1 hour no return 2. 

I live on Richmond Road (off Marmion Road in Southsea) and I know that I share the concern of a 
number of residents on the street who feel that the 3-hour general parking restriction for non-
residents is too long.  

People tend to use the road to park on despite the provision of a Waitrose car park.  

The volume of traffic trying to park on the street has recently become notably heavier to the point 
where many of the residents can no longer park near their homes. 

I wonder if changing the parking restriction to one or two hours for non-residents would help. 
Please can you advise whether this might be considered, or how we would go about lobbying for it 
to be considered?  

I am in agreement with maintaining the residents parking zone and paying the additional 30 
pounds for the use there of. However I still consider that the free parking and or hours allowed to 
free park should be reduced or stopped altogether.  We constantly park on the parade front 
parking because the residents parking is full along Lennox road south. Which is a potential loss of 
revenue for Portsmouth.  Thank you for the opportunity to put my comments forward. 

I wanted to make a suggestion about your stupid parking regulations around Nightingale Road in 
Southsea. Nightingale road has a 3 hour restricted parking rule for non residents. You should 
remove this because other people like me get angry when we get fines, as we have the necessity to 
park outside the flats we rent due to having a little one. Its not easy to get a little one, and lots of 
shopping or whatever over from the carpark across the road, especially when its wet and windy. 
My suggestion would be to get rid of the 3 hour restriction for non residents, so there is more 
space for people WHO LIVE ON THAT STREET. That would be very much appreciated. Those people 
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should use the pay and display car park round the corner like i had to on the first night i moved into 
my new flat. 

 

Surely the solution to ease congestion would be to limit the number of visitor parking permits 
issued or stop people parking for 4 hours without a permit? The situation is unacceptable and 
something needs to be done to try and help. 

I have been contacted by a resident in my ward - of Nightingale Road. She has a number of points 
about the parking situation and as you are aware Nightingale Road is in a residents' parking zone. 
The first is she feels that there are non-residents without a permit leaving their cars there for a 
long time - particularly overnight. 
 
Secondly she is not happy about the 3 hour limit as opposed to a 2 hour limit for non-residents 
parking - I appreciate that this was decided upon when it came in - but I would be grateful to know 
if there is any process to look at this again.  
 

 
 

 (End of report) 


